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DEDICATION 


Eleven years ago, on that fateful trip to Snow Mountain, Jim Hickman and Larry 
Heckard decided the time had come to fulfill Jepson’s wish to have his 1925 Manual 
of the Flowering Plants of California revised. Although the project rapidly expanded 
to include staff members, volunteers, and numerous collaborators, Jim remained 
Editor while Larry served as Principal Consultant and Chairman of the Editorial 
Board. 

James Hickman came to the Jepson Herbarium after a circuitous route and with 
diverse interests, beginning in Iowa where he spent more time with snakes and 
butterflies than with plants. He then vacillated between music, chemistry, and marine 
biology before settling on botany as a career. He studied plant ecology in the Oregon 
Cascades, taught for eight years at Swarthmore College, studied annual Polygonum 
while on a sabbatical leave at Stanford, served as program officer for Systematic 
Biology for NSF, and edited Madrono for three years. This broad background, com- 
bined with his personal warmth and contagious enthusiasm that inspired numerous 
Swarthmore students, pre-adapted Jim for the complex challenges that faced him as 
editor of a new Manual. 

Lawrence R. Heckard had originally come to Berkeley from Oregon as a doctoral 
student, two years after Jepson’s death. After completing a dissertation on the Phacelia 
magellanica complex and teaching for five years in Illinois, he returned to Berkeley 
for good to work in the Jepson Herbarium, eventually replacing Rimo Bacigalupi as 
Curator. His primary interest by this time focused on Scrophulariaceae, especially 
Castilleja, Cordylanthus, and Orthocarpus. Larry was honored and respected for his 
unstinting willingness to share his impressive knowledge of the California flora with 
professional and amateur botanists alike, resulting in his being named a fellow of 
both CNPS and the California Academy of Sciences. His death in 1991 left a deep 
gap felt by colleagues and friends throughout the state and elsewhere. 

It is fitting that the 1992 volume of Madrofo be dedicated to Jim Hickman and 
Larry Heckard, the year that what began as “a gleam in the eye” of Jim and Larry 
becomes “the light at the end of the tunnel”, when The Jepson Manual: Higher Plants 
of (Gi alifornia iS submitted for publication. It is only regrettable that Larry did not 
live to see either the finished Manual or this dedication. 
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